
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Greetings from Lower Moreland Township School District… 
 

As we wind down the 2018-2019 school year, it is 
important to celebrate the milestones that come with 
each passing year.  June is the month we celebrate our 
graduating seniors and their accomplishments earned 
throughout their time in Lower Moreland.  The end of 
eighth grade at Murray Avenue marks our students 
transition to high school, a time when each student 
begins their own journey and charts their course 
toward a future graduation.  Pine Road Elementary’s       
fifth grade Moving Up Ceremony celebrates our                    Murray Avenue School’s Drama Club              
students’ time as elementary students and now entrance    performed Shrek The Musical JR. 
into the secondary level, an opportunity for them to experience a different setting and  
learning experiences.   

As we bid farewell to the Class of 2019, we invite all school and community members to view a 
livestream of our graduation walks and ceremony planned for Wednesday, June 12:  

Murray Avenue Senior Walk Link (8:00 a.m.): https://youtu.be/wv900hRIXgQ 
Pine Road Senior Walk Link (9:00 a.m.): https://youtu.be/5QOxWaGVWuc 
High School Commencement Link (6:45 p.m.): https://youtu.be/xESB1-papxo 

  
As the school year ends, we treasure our 
memories, while looking forward to creating new 
ones.  Once again, I’d like to congratulate all of 
our graduating seniors and thank the many 
educators, support staff, administrators, parents 
and community members who helped to support 
the Class of 2019.  This is the final 
Superintendent’s newsletter for the 2018-2019 
school year.  We will again be communicating 
with our school and Township communities 
starting in August as we prepare for the 2019-
2020 school year. 
  
I wish everyone a happy and healthy summer! 
 

LMHS Wind Ensemble performed Dr. Quicy  
Hilliard’s new piece “As the World Watched” 
as he guest conducted. 
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Business (Mr. Mark McGuinn, Business Manager): 

Thanks to Act 1, the Pennsylvania Taxpayer Relief Act, 
Lower Moreland Township School District residents will 
be receiving a reduction in their 2019-20 school tax 
bill.  Through a provision of the law, school districts 
throughout the state will be receiving revenue generated        
by legalized gambling as well as Sterling Tax revenue (the     
sum of (1) resident wages earned within City of 
Philadelphia and (2) wages earned outside of 
Philadelphia but not taxed by the school district because 
of application of the Philadelphia wage tax credit) and this   8th Grade students took a field trip 

revenue will be used to lower residents’ property taxes.        to a rock climbing facility. 

The property tax reduction will come in the form of a reduction in property’s assessed taxable 
value, not in the form of a rebate check.  When residents receive the tax bills in July, they may 
notice additional information on their bill noting an assessment reduction 
(homestead/farmstead exclusion) which equates to a specific reduction in the overall tax 
bill. Original assessed value totals and original tax liability information will also be noted on the 
bill. 

It is important to note that residents are only eligible for the property tax reduction if they have 
filed the appropriate homestead/farmstead exclusion form and have been approved for the 
exclusion by the county’s assessor’s office.  The assessment reduction and net overall reduction 
on the tax bill will be the same for all approved homeowners.   In 2018/19, the amount of 
revenue received helped to reduce eligible taxpayer’s tax burden by $433.  The projection for 
2019/20 is $422 based solely on a reduction of revenue received from the State. 

 
 

The 3rd Grade Orchestra performed at the Spring Concert under the direction of Mr. DeGeorge. 

If you did not file this form, you will not be eligible for this year’s property tax reduction.  To 
become eligible next year, please be sure to complete a homestead/farmstead exclusion 



 
form.  Homeowners who are not approved from the previous year are sent a notification by the 
County by the end of December of the previous tax year to sign up for the next year.  To obtain 
a form, visit the assessment department on the Montgomery County website 
(www.montcopa.org) and download the form.  

Homestead/Farmstead applications are due by March 1 of every year.  Residents who acquire 
property in the school district after March 1 must wait until the following year to qualify for the 
exclusion.  The county assessor must notify the property owner of the approval or denial of the 
exclusion no later than 30 days after the applications receipt.  Residents who have an 
approved application on file for their current residence do not need to re-apply annually. 
 

 
6th Grade students went on the Annual PEEC (Pocono Environmental Education Center) trip. 

 

Curriculum, Instruction & Assessment (Mrs. Julien Drennan, Director of Curriculum and 

Instruction):  

 
Lower Moreland students continue to thrive 
and rise to various challenges in classrooms 
across the district, with the assistance of 
committed staff members.  This curriculum 
and instruction newsletter provides a look at 
some of the highlights of the spring semester 
in our schools.  

 
 

 
Pine Road’s Drama Club performed “We are Monsters!.” 
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Human Resources/Public Relations (Mrs. Cheryl Galdo, Esq., Director of HR/PR) 
 
Staff Accomplishments 

 

Dr. Jamie Lincow, a Lower Moreland High School Spanish 
teacher, had a piece published on the Teacher's Discovery 
website entitled, "How to Spark Your Students' Passion for 
World Language Through Music."  You can click here to read 
the blog post.                    
 

Public Relations                                                                                   Officer Justin Brommer was a 
             “Bus Stop Buddy”   

Through a partnership with the Lower Moreland Township Police Department, officers are 
riding on Lower Moreland School District school buses on occasion as “Bus Stop Buddies” to 
engage with students and to create trust and understanding between the officers and 
students.  The officers answered questions from the curious students about what their work 
day was like and what kind of training they receive.          
  

Technology (Dr. Jason Hilt, Director of Technology): 

 
The Technology Department supports information technology systems and instructional 
technology programs and practices in the district.  Below is a snapshot of some exciting and 
innovative activities at each building provided by technology council members. 
 
Pine Road: The Pine Road Parent/Guardian Technology Night was recently held at the school. 
The evening included presentations from the district instructional coaches, members of the 
pupil services team, and classroom teachers. The evening culminated with interactive 
discussion and resource sharing sessions. Here is a link to the presentation that includes the 
content and resources from the very engaging event: Presentation Link. 
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All Buildings: Ms. Karleigh Sugden and Ms. Julie Dunphy created a short video using the 1-
Second Everyday app to capture images and videos from the past month at Pine Road, Murray 
Avenue, and the high school. The result is a creative way to showcase the wonderful things 
happening in our schools each day. Here is a link to the video: https://youtu.be/y82bpbC3sFY 
         

Special Education (Mr. Frank Giordano, Director of Special Ed./Student Services): 
 

As the school year winds down, the Office of Student Services and Special Education would like 
to wish parents and student a safe and relaxing summer.  We would also like to remind all 
parents of students with IEPs to continue to work with your child during the summer months to 
reinforce skills and help them prepare for next school year.  If your child has been found eligible 
for Extended School Year, please take advantage of those services as they are provided to 
prevent regression in skills during extended breaks.  

 

LMHS students competed at the annual Governor’s STEM competition in Harrisburg.  After winning the 
regional competition in February, the team won the “Environmental Impact Award” and the 
“Sustainability Award” at the State competition. 

In order to assist with the reinforcement of fine motor skills for some of our younger students 
during the summer months our Occupational Therapist, Mrs. Hill, has provided the following list 
of activities you can do with your child to reinforce fine motor skills: 

Kindergarten and First Grade Summer Fun Games 

Operation 

Kerplunk 

Cooties 

Pop Up Pirate 

https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/1-second-everyday-video-diary/id587823548?mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/1-second-everyday-video-diary/id587823548?mt=8
https://youtu.be/y82bpbC3sFY
https://youtu.be/y82bpbC3sFY


 
Hi Ho Cheerio 

Don't Spill the Beans 

Sneaky Snaky Squirrel 

Rush Hour Jr 

Kanoodle 

Mental Blox 

Giggle Wiggle 

Twister 

 

PTS Website  for More Ideas 

Other Items 

Puzzles (24+), 

Small Legos 

Hidden picture books 

Activity books/coloring books 

Apps 

Handwriting Without Tears 

Dexteria Jr 

iTrace 

iWrite Words 

Fun way to practice writing: Trace letters in the sand, sidewalk chalk, shaving cream, make 
letter “roads” for cars to drive on, fill a bag with hair gel for long car rides and the kids can 
practice their letters and site words, use magic paint (water and a paint brush) outside, build 
letters with rocks/sticks. 
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